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stories, we will elevate dialogue on the importance of public education. From the powerful
first-hand accounts of students, parents, educators, administrators, staff and other
stakeholders, we will affirm the critical work of common schools and the need for ongoing
support.

Association of School Administrators, Kentucky Association of School Superintendents
and Kentucky School Boards Association are launching a collaborative effort to highlight
the impact of public schools on our communities. Through the sharing of authentic success

Tell us about

My

your public school journey. (i.e. Where you attended and one highlight that stands out): “I attended grade

school in northern Hardin County at Parkway Elementary, Radcliff Middle School and North Hardin High School. high

school years were some of the best years of my life. The experiences I had with playing softball, cheerleading, National

Honor Society, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, serving on the yearbook staff and all of the fun events and opportunities

NHHS offered us stand out to me. Some of my very best friends - lifelong friends - were made in high school.”

What aspects of your public education helped mold you into the person you are today?
"Teachers seeing my potential and encouraging me to take on leadership roles really made an impact in giving me
confidence. I still keep in touch with many of my teachers because they mattered to me and I mattered to them. Also,
the high expectations and standards we were held to academically and socially influenced my work ethic and
integrity."

When you think back on your experience in public school, are there specific instances or relationships that stand out
to you as having had a significant impact on your success since graduating? “Several of my teachers stand out in my
memory. A couple, in particular, helped shape me as a human being - Mrs. Mary Kaye Sanders and the late Mrs.
Patty Lirot. Mrs. Sanders brought out the leader in me as early as my sophomore year. Still to this day, she inspires
me as a strong woman in education and keeps in touch with me, my family and my career. Mrs. Lirot helped instill
character, honesty, service to others and kindness in me. She continued to inspire me as we became adult friends
and even though she has passed, she is a daily reminder of how to live a Christian life and love others.”

As a product of public education, what advice would you give to a parent who was choosing an education path for their
child? “There are so many more opportunities than what was offered to me when I was a student. The amount of
sports offerings and co-curricular opportunities such as clubs, band, JROTC and choir is unbelievable. There is a place
for every child in public education. There is an intentional focus on preparing each student for college and/or a career.
We are able to offer a plethora of dual credit and AP courses for those planning to go to college. In addition, HCS has
39 career pathways that give students hands-on learning and training. The education plan for each child is truly
individualized.”

As a product of public schools what drives you to give back to your local school and/or district? "Time, attention and solid instruction were given to me by my K-12
teachers. They prepared me for my future. The same can be said for my own two children who are also products of Hardin County Schools. The same should be given
to all of our youth today. They are our future and will serve in our community. Why wouldn’t we want good, kindhearted, knowledgeable and service-minded
individuals taking care of us, our children and grandchildren?


